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(57) Abstract 

A system and method for pushing infor- 
mation from a host system to a mobile data 
communication device upon sensing a triggering 
event is disclosed. A redirector program operat- 
ing at the host system enables a user to contin- 
uously redirect certain user-selected data items 
from the host system to the user's mobile data 
communication device upon detecting that one 
or more user-defined triggering events has oc- 
cured. The rcdireaor p i ugi am operates in con- 
nection wid) event generating applications and 
repackaging systems at the host system to con- 
figure and detect a particular user-defined event, 
and then to repackage the user-selected data 
items in an electronic wrapper prior to pushing 
the data items to the mobile device. 
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The present invention is directed toward the field of replicating 
information from a host system where the information is normally stored to a 
mobile data conmiunication device. In particular, the system and method of the 
present invention provide an event-driven redirection computer program 
("redirector program") operating at the host system, which, upon sensing a 
particular user-defmed event has occurred, redirects user-selected data items 
from the host system to the user's mobile data communication device. The 
mc^ile data conmiunication device is preferably coupled to the host system via 
a wireless network and one or more landline networks. Due to the bandwidth 
limitations of wireless networks, only a portion of a user- selected data item is 
generally redirected to the user's mobile device, with the user given the option 
of then retrieving the entire data item (or some other portion of the data item) 
from the host system. 

Instead of warehousing (or storing) the user's data items at the host 
system and then ''synchronizing** the mobile data communication device to data 
items stored at the host system when the mobile device requests that such items 
of information be communicated to it, the present invention employs a "push** 
paradigm that continuously packages and retransmits the user-selected items of 
information to the mobile data conmiunication device in response to a triggering 
event detected at the host system. Wireless mobile data communications 
devices, especially those that can retunn a confirmation signal to the host that 
the pushed data has been received are especially well suited for this type of 
push paradigm. 

Present systems and methods for replicating information from a host 
system to a user's mobile data communication device are typically 
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"synchronization" systems in which the user's data items are warehoused (or 
stored) at the host system for an indefinite period of time and then transmitted 
in bulk only in response to a user request. In these types of systems and 
methods, when replication of the warehoused data items to the mobile device 
5 is desued, the user typically places the mobile device in an interface cradle that 
is electrically connected to the host system via some form of local, dedicated 
communication, such as a serial cable or an infrared or other type of wireless 
link. Software executing on the mobDe data communication device then 
transmits commands via the local communications link to the host system to 
10 cause the host to begin transmitting the user's data items for storage in a 
memory bank of the mobile device. In these synchronization schemes, the 
mobile unit "pulls" the warehoused information from the host system in a batch 
each time the user desires to replicate infonnation between the two devices. 
Therefore, the two systems (host and mobile) only maintain the same data items 
15 after a user-initiated command sequence that causes the mobile device to 
download the data items from the host system. A general problem with these 
synchronization systems is that the only lime that the user data items are 
rq)licated between the host system and the mobile data communication device 
is when the user commands the mobile device to download or pull the user data 
20 from the host system. Five minutes later a new message could be sent to the 
user, but the user would not receive that message until the next time the user 
fetches the user data items. Thus, a user may fail to respond to an emergency 
update or message because the user only periodically synchronizes the system, 
such as once per day. Other problems with these systems include: (1) the 
25 amount of data to be reconciled between the host and the mobile device can 
become large if the user does not "synchronize" on a daily or hourly basis, 
leading to bandwidth difficulties, particularly when the mobile device is 
communicating via a wireless packet-switched network; and (2) reconciling 
large amounts of data, as can accrue in these batch-mode synchronization 
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systems, can require a great deal of communication between the host and the 
mobUe device, thus leading to a more complex, costly and eneigy-inefficient 
system. A more automated, continuous, efficient and reliable system of 
ensuring that user data items are replicated at the user's mobile device is 
5 therefore needed. 

An additional feature of the present invention is that the push paradigm, 
in combination with a return communications pathway, lends itself well to a 
system that permits a user to control remotely, through the user's mobile 
device, a number of aspects of the host system. 
10 There remains a general need in this art for a system and method of 

continuously pushing user-selected data items (or certain portions of the selected 
data items) stored at a host system to a user's mobile data communication 
device. 

There remains a more particular need for such a system and method 
15 where user-selected data items are continuously "pushed" from the host system 
to the mobile data communication device upon the occurrence of one or more 
user-defined triggering events. 

There remains an additional need for such a system and method that 
provides flexibility in the types and quantities of user data items that are pushed 
20 from the host system to the mobile data communication device and that also 
provides flexibility in the configuration and types of events that can serve to 
trigger the redirection of the user data items. 

Hiere remains yet an additional need for such a system and method that 
can operate locally on a user's desktop PC or at a distance via a network server. 
25 There remains still another need for such a system and method that 

provides for secure, transparent delivery of the user-seieaed data items from 
the host system to the mobile device. 
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y:TTVrMAT?Y OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention overcomes the problems noted above and satisfies 
the needs in this field for a system and method of pushing user-seleaed data 
items from a host system to a user's mobile data communication device upon 
5 detecting the occurrence of one or more user-defmed event triggers. As used 
in this application, the term host system refers to the computer where the 
redirector software is operating. In the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the host system is a user's desktop PC, although, alternatively, the 
host system could be a networic server connected to the user's PC via a local- 
10 area network ("LAN)", or could be any other system that is in communication 
with the user's desktop PC. 

A redirector program operating at the host system enables the user to 
redirect or minor certain user-selected data items (or parts of data items) from 
the host system to the user's mobile data communication device upon detecting 
15 that one or more user-defined triggering events has occurred. Also operating 
at the host system are various sub-systems that can be configured to create 
triggering evrats, such as a screen saver sub-system or a keyboard sub-system, 
as well as sub-systems for repackaging the user's data items for transparent 
delivery to the mobUe data device, such as a TCP/IP sub-system or one or more 
20 E-Mail sub-systems. Other sub-systems for creating triggering events and 
repackaging the user's data items could also be present at the host system. The 
host system also includes a primary memory store where the user's data items 
are normally stored. 

Using the redireaor program, the user can select certain data items for 
25 redirection, such as E-mail messages, calendar events, meeting notifications, 
address entries, journal entries, personal reminders etc. Having selected the 
data items for redirection, the user can then configure one or more event 
triggers to be sensed by the redirector program to initiate redirection of the 
user data items. These user-defined trigger points (or event triggers) include 
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external events, internal events and networked events. Examples of external 
events include: receiving a message from the user's mobile data 
communication device to begin redirection; receiving a similar message from 
some external computer, sensing that the user is no longer in the vicinity of the 
5 host system; or any other event that is external to the host system. Internal 
events could be a calendar alarm, screen saver activation, keyboard timeout, 
progianmiable timer, or any other user-defined event that is internal to the host 
system. Networked events are user-defined messages that are transmitted to the 
host system from another computer coupled to the host system via a network 

10 to initiate redirection. These are just some of the examples of the types of user- 
defined events that can trigger the redirector program to push data items from 
the host to the mobile device. Although in the preferred embodiment it is 
anticipated that the configuration that specifies which data items will be 
redirected and in what form will be set at the host system, it is within the scope 

15 of this invention that such configuration may be set or modified through data 
sent from the mobile communications device. 

In addition to the functionality noted above, the redirector program 
provides a set of software-implemented control functions for determining the 
type of mobile data communication device and its address, for programming 

20 a preferred list of message types that are to be redirected, and for determining 
whether the mobile device can receive and process certain types of message 
attachments, such as word processor or voice attachments. The determination 
of whether a particular mobile device can receive and process attachments is 
initially configured by the user of that mobile device at the host system. This 

25 configuration can be altered on a global or per message basis by transmitting 
a command message from the mobUe device to the host system. If the 
redirector is configured so that the mobile data device cannot receive and 
process word processor or voice attachments, then the redirector routes these 
attachments to an external machine that is compatible with the particular 
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attachment, such as an attached printer or networked fax machine or telephone. 
Other types of attachments could be redirected to other types of external 
machines in a similar fashion, depending upon the capabilities of the mobile 
device. For example, if a user is traveling and receives a message with an 
5 attachment that the user's mobile device can process or display, the user may 
from a mobile communications device send a command message to the host 
system indicating that that attachment is to be sent to a fax machine at a hotel 
where the user will be spending the evening. This enables the user to receive 
important E-mail attachments as long as the host system is provided with 
10 sufficient information about the destination where the attachment is to be 
forwarded. 

Once an event has triggered redirection of the user data items, the host 
system then repackages these items in a manner that is transparent to the mobile 
data communication device, so that information on the mobile device appears 

15 similar to information on the user's host system. The preferred repackaging 
method includes wrapping the user data items in an E-mail envelope that 
corresponds to the address of the mobile data communication device, although, 
alternatively, other repackaging methods could be used with the present 
invention, such as special-purpose TCP/IP wrapping techniques, or other 

2 0 methods of wrq^ing the user selected data items. The repackaging preferably 
results in E-mail messages generated by the user from the mobile device to be 
transmitted from the host system, thus enabling the user to appear to have a 
single Ermail address, such that the recipients of messages sent from the mobile 
communications device do not know where the user was physically located 

25 when the message was first sent. The repackaging also permits both messages 
to the mobile device and sent from the mobile device to be encrypted and 
decrypted as well as compressed and decompressed. 

In an alternative system and method, the rediiector program executes on 
a network server, and the server is programmed to detect numerous redirection 
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event triggers over the network from multiple user deslctop computers coupled 
to the server via a LAN. The server can receive internal event triggers from 
each of the user desktops via the network, and can also receive external event 
triggers, such as messages from the users' mobile data communication devices. 
In response to receiving one of these triggers, the server redirects the user's 
data items to the proper mobile data communication device. The user data 
items and addressing information for a particular mobile device can be stored 
at the server or at the user's PC. Using this alternative configuration, one 
redireaor program can serve a plurality of users. This alternative configuration 
could also include an internet- or intranet-based rediiector program that could 
be accessible through a secure webpage or other user interface. The redireaor 
program could be located on an Internet Service Provider's system and 
accessible only through the Internet. 

In another alternative configuration of the present invention, a redirector 
program operates at both the host system and at the user's mobile data 
communication device. In this configuration, the user's mobile device operates 
similarly to the host system described below, and is configured in a similar 
fashion to push certain user-selected data items from the mobile device to the 
user's host system (or some other computer) upon detecting an event trigger at 
the mobile device. This configuration provides two-way pushing of information 
from the host to the mobile device and from the mobUe device to the host. 

The primary advantage of the present invention is that it provides a 
system and method for triggering the continuous and real-time redirection of 
user-selected data items from a host system to a mobile data communication 
device. Other advantages of the present invention include: (1) flexibility in 
defining the types of user data to redirect, and in defining a preferred list of 
message types that are to be redirected or preferred senders whose messages are 
to be redireaed; (2) flexibility in configuring the system to respond to 
numerous internal, external and networked triggering events; (3) transparent 
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repackaging of the user data items in a variety of ways such that the mobile 
data communication device appears as though it were the host system; (4) 
integration with other host system components such as E-mail, TCP/IP, 
keyboard, screen saver, webpages and certain programs that can either create 
5 user da!a items or be configured to provide trigger points; and (5) the ability to 
operate locally on a user*s desktop system or at a distance via a network servrer. 

These are just a few of the many advantages of the present invention, 
as described in more detail below. As will be ^predated, the invention is 
c^ble of other and different embodiments, and its several details are capable 
10 of modifications in various respects, all without departing from the spirit of the 
invention. Accordingly, the drawings and description of the preferred 
embodiments set forth below are to be regarded as illustrative in nature and not 
restrictive. 

15 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention satisfies the needs noted above as will become 
apparent from the following description when read in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a system diagram showing the redirection of user data items 
2 0 from a user's desktop PC (host system) to the user's mobile data 
communication device, where the redirector software is operating at the user's 
desktop PC. 

FIG. 2 is a system diagram showing the redirection of user data items 
from a network server (host system) to the user's mobile data communication 
25 device, where the redirector software is operating at the server. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the interaction of the redirector 
software with other components of the host system in FIG. 1 (the user's desktop 
PC) to enable the pushing of information from the host system to the user's 
mobile data communication device. 
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FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing the steps carried out by the redircctor 
software operating at the host system. 

FIG. 5 is a flow chart showing the steps carried out by the mobile data 
conununication device to interface with the redirector software operating at the 
5 host system. 

DETAILED DRSCRYPTIQN OF THE DRAWINGS 
Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 is an example system diagram 
showing the redireaion of user data items (such as message A or C) from a user's 

10 office PC (host system) 10 to the user's mobile data communication device 24, 
where the redirector software 12 is operating at the user's PC. Message A in FIG. 
1 represents an internal message sent from desktop 26 to the user's host system 
10 via LAN 14. Message C in FIG. 1 represents an external message from a 
sender that is not directly connected to LAN 14, such as the user's mobile data 

15 communication device 24, some other user's mobile device (not shown), or any 
user connected to the Internet 18. Message C also represents a command message 
from the user's mobile data communication device 24 to the host system 10. As 
described in more detail in FIG, 3, the host system 10 preferably includes, along 
with the typical hardware and software associated with a workstation or desktop 

20 computer the redirector program 12, a TCP/IP subsystem 42, a primary message 
store 40, an E-mail subsystem 44, a screen saver subsystem 48, and a keyboard 
subsystem 46. 

In FIG. 1, the host system 10 is the user's desktop system, typically 
located in the user's ofiBce. The host system 10 is connected to a LAN 14, which 
25 also connects to other computers 26, 28 that may be in the user's office or 
elsewhere. The LAN 14, in turn, is connected to a wide area network ("WAN") 
18, preferably the Internet, which is defined by the use of the Transmission 
Control Protocol/Internet Protocol ("TCP/IP") to exchange information, but 
which, alternatively could be any other type of WAN. The connection of the LAN 
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14 to the WAN 18 is via high bandwidth link 16, typically a Tl or T3 connection. 
The WAN 1 8 in turn is connected to a variety of gateways 20, via connections 32. 
A gateway forms a connection or bridge between the WAN 1 8 and some other 
type of network, such as an RF wireless network, cellular network, satellite 
5 network, or other synchronous or asynchronous land-line connection. 

In the example of FIG. 1, a wireless gateway 20 is connected to the 
Internet for communicating via wireless link 22 to a plurality of wireless mobile 
data commurucation devices 24. Also shown in FIG. 1 is machine 30, which could 
be a FAX machine, a printer, a system for displaying images (such as video) or a 

10 machine capable of processing and playing audio files, such as a voice mail system. 
The present invention includes the ability to redirect certain message attachments 
to such an external machine 30 if the redirector program configuration data 
reflects that the mobile device 24 cannot receive and process the attachments, or 
if the user has specified that certain attachments are not to be forwarded to mobile 

15 device 24, even if such device can process those attachments. By way of example, 
consider an E-mail sent to a user that includes three attachments - a word 
processing document, a video clip and an audio clip. The redirection program 
could be configured to send the text of the E-mail to the remote device, to send 
the word processing document to a networked printer located near the user, to 

20 send the video clip to a store accessible through a secure connection through the 
internet and to send the audio clip to the user's voice mail system. This example 
is not intended to limit the breadth and scope of the invention, but rather to 
illustrate the variety of possibilities embodied in the redirection concept. 

The preferred mobile data communication device 24 is a hand-held two- 

25 way wireless paging computer, a wirelessly enabled palm-top computer, a mobile 
telephone v^th data messaging capabilities, or a wirelessly enabled laptop 
computer, but could, alternatively be other types of mobile data communication 
devices capable of sending and receiving messages via a network cormection 22. 
Although it is preferable for the system to operate in a two-way communications 
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mode, certain aspects of the invention could be beneficially used in a "one and 
one-half' or acknowledgment pa^g environment, or even with a one-way paging 
system. The mobile data communication device 24 includes software program 
instructions that work in conjunction with the redirector program 12 to enable the 
seamless, transparent redirection of user-selected data items. FIG. 4 describes the 
basic method steps of the redirector program 12, and FIG. 5 describes the steps 
of the corresponding program operating at the mobile device 24. 

In an alternative embodiment of the present invention, not explicitly shown 
in the drawings, the mobile device 24 also includes a redirector program. In this 
embodiment, user selected data items can be replicated from the host to the mobile 
device and vice versa. The configuration and operation of the mobile device 24 
having a redirector program is similar to that described herein with respect to 
FIGs. 1-4. 

A user of the present invention can configure the redirector program 12 
to push certain user-selected data items to the user's mobile data communication 
device 24 when the redirector 1 2 detects that a particular user-defined event 
trigger (or trigger point) has taken place. User-selected data items preferably 
include E-mail messages, calendar events, meeting notifications, address entries, 
journal entries, personal alerts, alarms, warnings, stock quotes, news bulletins, 
etc., but could, alternatively, include any other type of message that is transmitted 
to the host system 10, or that the host system 10 acquires through the use of 
intelligent agents, such as data that is received after the host system 10 initiates a 
search of a database or a website or a bulletin board. In some instances, only a 
portion of the data item is transmitted to the mobile device 24 in order to minimize 
the amount of data transmitted \da the wireless network 22. In these instances, the 
mobile device 24 can optionally send a command message to the host system to 
receive more or all of the data item if the user desires to receive it. 

Among the user-defined event triggers that can be detected by the 
redirector program 12 are in the preferred embodiment external events, internal 
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events and networked events. External events preferably include: (1) receiving 
a command message (such as message C) from the user's mobile data 
communication device to begin redirection, or to execute some other command 
at the host, such as a command to enable the preferred list mode, or to add or 
5 subtraa a particular sender from the preferred list; (2) receiving a similar message 
from some external computer; and (3) sensing that the user is no longer in the 
vicinity of the host system; although, alternatively, an external event can be any 
other detectable occurrence that is external to the host system. Internal events 
could be a calendar alarm, screen saver activation, keyboard timeout, 

10 programmable timer, or any other user-defined event that is internal to the host 
system. Networked events are user-defined messages that are transmitted to the 
host system from another computer coupled to the host system via a network to 
initiate redirection. These are just some of the events that could be used with the 
present invention to initiate replication of the user-selected data items from the 

15 host system 10 to the mobile device 24. 

FIG. 1 shows an E-mail message A being communicated over LAN 14 
from computer 26 to the user's desktop system 10 (also shown in FIG. 1 is an 
external message C, which could be an E-mail message from an Internet user, or 
could be a command message from the user's mobile device 24). Once the 

2 0 message A (or C) reaches the primary message store of the host system 1 0, it can 
be detected and acted upon by the redirection software 12. The redirection 
software 12 can use many methods of detecting new messages. The preferred 
method of detecting new messages is using Microsoft's ® Messaging API 
(MAPI), in which programs, such as the redirector program 12, register for 

25 notifications or 'advise syncs' when changes to a mailbox take place. Other 
methods of detecting new messages could also be used with the present invention. 

Assunung that the redirector program 12 is activated, and has been 
configured by the user (either through the sensing of an internal, network or 
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extemal event) to replicate certain user data items (including messages of type A 
or C) to the mobile device 24, when the message A is received at the host system 
10, the redirector program 12 detects its presence and prepares the message for 
redirection to the mobile device 24. In preparing the message for redirection, the 
5 redirector program 12 could compress the original message A, could compress the 
message header, or could encrypt the entire message A to create a secure link to 
the mobile device 24. 

Also programmed into the redireaor 12 is the address of the user's mobile 
data communication device 24, the type of device, and whether the device 24 can 
10 accept certain types of attachments, such as word processing or voice 
attachments. If the user's type of mobile device cannot accept these types of 
attachments, then the redirector 12 can be programmed to route the attachments 
to a fax or voice number where the user is located using an attached fax or voice 
machine 30. 

15 The redireaor may also be programmed with a preferred list mode that is 

configured by the user either at the host system 10, or remotely from the user's 
mobile data communication device by transmitting a command message C. The 
preferred list contains a list of senders (other users) whose messages are to be 
redirected or a list of message characteristics that determine whether a message 

20 is to be redirected. If activated, the preferred list mode causes the redirector 
program 12 to operate like a filter, only redireaing certain user data items based 
on whether the data item was sent from a sender on the preferred list or has 
certain message characteristics that if present will trigger or suppress redirection 
of the message. In the example of FIG. 1, if desktop system 26 was operated by 

25 a user on the preferred list of host system 10, and the preferred list option was 
activated, then message A would be redirected. If, however, desktop 26 was 
operated by a user not on the host system's preferred list, then message A would 
not be redirected, even if the user of the host system had configured the redirector 
to push messages of type A. The user of the host system 10 can configure the 
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preferred list directly from the desktop system, or, alternatively, the user can then 
send a command message (such as C) from the mobile device 24 to the desktop 
system 10 to activate the preferred list mode, or to add or delete certain senders 
or message characteristics from the preferred list that was previously configured. 

5 It should be appreciated that a redirection program could combine message 
characteristics and preferred sender lists to result in a more finely-tuned filter. 
Messages marked as low priority or that are simple return receipts or message 
read receipts, for example, could always be suppressed from redirection while 
messages from a particular sender would always be redirected. 

10 After the redirector has determined that a particular message should be 

redirected, and it has prepared the message for redirection, the software 12 then 
sends the message A to a secondary memory store located in the mobile device 24, 
using whatever means are necessary. In the preferred embodiment this method is 
to send the message A back over the LAN 14, WAN 1 8, and through the wireless 

15 gateway 20 to the mobile data conmiunication device 24. In doing so, the 
redireaor preferably repackages message A as an E-mail with an outer envelope 
B that contains the addressing information of the mobile device 24, although 
alternative repackaging techniques and protocols could be used, such as a TCP/IP 
repackaging and delivery method (most commonly used in the alternative server 

20 configuration shown in FIG.2). The wireless gateway 20 requires this outer 
envelope information B in order to know where to send the redirected message 
A. Once the message (A in B) is received by the mobile device 24, the outer 
envelope B is removed and the original message A is placed in the secondary 
memory store within the mobile device 24. By repackaging and removing the 

25 outer envelope in this manner, the present invention causes the mobile computer 
24 to appear to be at the same physical location as the host system 10, thus 
creating a transparent system. 

In the case where message C is representative of an external message from 
a computer on the Internet 18 to the host system 10, and the host 10 has been 
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configured to redirect messages of type C, then in a similar manner to message A, 
message C would be repackaged with an outer envelope B and transmitted to the 
user's mobile device 24. In the case where message C is representative of a 
command message from the user's mobile device 24 to the host system 10, the 
5 command message C is not redirected, but is acted upon by the host system 10. 

If the redirected user data item is an E-mail message, as described above, 
the user at the mobile de\ace 24 sees the original subject, sender's address, 
destination address, carbon copy and blind carbon copy. When the user replies to 
this message, or when the user authors a new message, the software operating at 

10 the mobile device 24 adds a similar outer envelope to the reply message (or the 
new message) to cause the message to be routed first to the user's host system 1 0, 
which then removes the outer envelope and redirects the message to the final 
destination, such as back to computer 26. In the preferred embodiment, this 
results in the outgoing redirected message from the user's host system 10 being 

15 sent using the E-mail address of the host mailbox, rather than the address of the 
mobile device, so that it appears to the recipient of the message that the message 
originated from the user's desktop system 10 rather than the mobile data 
communication device. Any replies to the redirected message will then be sent to 
the desktop system 10, which if it is still in redirector mode, will repackage the 

20 reply and resend it to the user's mobile data device, as described above. 

FIG. 2 is an alternative system diagram showing the redirection of user 
data items from a network server 11 to the user's mobile data communication 
device 24, where the redirector software 12 is operating at the server 11. This 
configuration is particularly advantageous for use with message servers such as 

25 Microsoft's ® Exchange Server, which is normally operated so that all user 
messages are kept in one central location or mailbox store on the server instead 
of in a store within each user's desktop PC. This configuration has the additional 
advantage of allowing a single system administrator to configure and keep track 
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of all users having messages redirected. If the system includes encryption keys, 
these too can be kept at one place for management and update purposes. 

In this alternative configuration, server 1 1 preferably maintains a user 
profile for each user's desktop system 10, 26, 28, including information such as 
5 whether a particular user can have data items redirected, which types of message 
and information to redirect, what events will trigger redirection, the address of the 
users' mobile data communication device 24, the type of mobile device, and the 
user's preferred list, if any. The event triggers are preferably detected at the user*s 
desktop system 10, 26, 28 and can be any of the external, internal or network 

10 events listed above. The desktop systems 10, 26, 28 preferably detect these 
events and then transmit a message to the server computer 11 via LAN 14 to 
initiate redirection. Although the user data items are preferably stored at the 
server computer 1 1 in this embodiment, they could, alternatively, be stored at each 
user's desktop system 10, 26, 28, which would then transmit them to the server 

15 computer 1 1 after an event has triggered redirection. 

As shown in FIG. 2, desktop system 26 generates a message A that is 
transmitted to and stored at the host system 1 1, which is the network server 
operating the redirector program 12. The message A is for desktop system 10, 
but in this embodiment, user messages are stored at the network server 1 1 . When 

20 an event occurs at desktop system 10, an event trigger is generated and 
transmitted to the network server 1 1, which then determines who the trigger is 
firom, whether that desktop has redirection capabilities, and if so, the server 
(operating the redirector program) uses the stored configuration information to 
redirect message A to the mobile computer 24 associated with the user of desktop 

25 system 10. 

As described above with reference to FIG. 1, message C could be either 
a command message fi-om a user's mobile data communication device 24, or it 
could be a message fi-om an external computer, such as a computer cormected to 
the Internet 18. If the message C is from an Internet computer to the user's 



BNSOCDCPD: <WO__e963709Aa.l_> 



wo 99/63709 



PCT/CA99/00494 



-17- 

desktop system 10, and the user has redirection capabilities, then the server 11 
detects the message C, repackages it using dectronic envelope B, and redirects the 
repackaged message (C in B) to the user's mobile device 24. If the message C is 
a conmiand message from the user's mobile device 24, then the server 1 1 simply 
5 acts upon the command message. 

Turning now to FIG. 3, a block diagram showing the interaction of the 
redirector software 12 with additional components of the host system 10 of FIG. 
1 (the desktop PC) to enable more ftilly the pushing of information from the host 
system 10 to the user's mobile data conmiunication device 24 is set forth. These 

1 0 additional components are illustrative of the type of event-generating systems that 
can be configured and used with the redirector software 12, and of the type of 
repackaging systems that can be used to interface with the mobile communication 
device 24 to make it appear transparent to the user. 

The desktop system 10 is connected to LAN 14, and can send and receive 

15 data, messages, signals, event triggers, etc., to and from other systems connected 
to the LAN 14 and to external networks 1 8, 22, such as the Internet or a wireless 
data network, which are also coupled to the LAN 14. In addition to the standard 
hardware, operating system, and application programs associated with a typical 
microcomputer or workstation, the desktop system 10 includes the redirector 

20 program 12, a TCP/IP sub-system 42, an E-mail sub-system 44, a primary data 
storage device 40, a screen saver sub-system 48, and a keyboard sub-system 46. 
The TCP/IP and E-mail subsystems 42, 44 are examples of repackaging systems 
that can be used to achieve the transparency of the present invention, and the 
screen saver and keyboard sub-systems 46, 48 are examples of event generating 

25 systems that can be configured to generate event messages or signals that trigger 
redirection of the user selected data items. 

The method steps carried out by the redirector program 12 are described 
in more detail in FIG. 4. The basic functions of this program are: (1) configure 
and setup the user-defined event trigger points that will start redirection; (2) 
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configure the types of user data items for redireaion and optionally configure a 
preferred list of senders whose messages are to be redirected; (3) configure the 
type and capabilities of the user's mobile data communication device; (4) receive 
messages and signals from the repackaging systems and the event generating 
systems; and (5) command and control the redirection of the user-selected data 
items to the mobile data communication device via the repackaging systems. 
Other fimctions not specifically enumerated could also be integrated into this 
program. 

The E-Mail sub-system 44 is the preferred link to repackaging the user- 
seleaed data items for transmission to the mobile data communication device 24, 
and preferably uses industry standard mail protocols, such as SMTP, POP, IMAP. 
MIME and RFC-822, to name but a few. The E-Mail sub-system 44 can receive 
messages A fi-om external computers on the LAN 14, or can receive messages C 
from some external network such as the Internet 18 or a wireless data 
communication network 22, and stores these messages in the primary data store 
40. Assuming that the rcdirector 12 has been triggered to redirect messages of 
this type, the redirector detects the presence of any new messages and instructs 
the E-Mail system 44 to repackage the message by placing an outer wrapper B 
about the original message A (or C), and by providing the addressing information 
of the mobile data communication device 24 on the outer wrapper B. As noted 
above, this outer wrapper B is removed by the mobile device 24, and the ori^nal 
message A (or C) is then recovered, thus making the mobile device 24 appear to 
be the desktop system 10. 

In addition, the E-Mail sub-system 44 receives messages back fi*om the 
mobile device 24 having an outer wrapper with the addressing information of the 
desktop system 10, and strips this information away so that the message can be 
routed to the proper sender of the original message A (or C). The E-Mail sub- 
system also receives command messages C fi-om the mobile device 24 that are 
directed to the desktop system 10 to trigger redirection or to carry out some other 
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fiinction. The functionality of the E-Mail sub-system 44 is controlled by the 
redirector program 12. 

The TCP/IP sub-system 42 is an alternative repackaging system. It 
includes all of the functionality of the E-Mail sub-system 44, but instead of 
5 repackaging the user-selected data items as standard E-mail messages, this system 
repackages the data items using special-purpose TCP/IP packaging techniques. 
This type of special-purpose sub-system is useful in situations where security and 
improved speed are important to the user. The provision of a special-purpose 
wrapper that can only be removed by special software on the mobile device 24 

10 provides the added security, and the bypassing of E-mail store and forward 
systems can improve speed and real-time delivery. 

As described previously, the present invention can be triggered to begin 
redirection upon detecting numerous external, internal and networked events, or 
trigger points. Examples of external events include: receiving a conunand 

15 message from the user's mobile data communication device 24 to begin 
redirection; receiving a similar message from some external computer; sensing 
that the user is no longer in the vicinity of the host system; or any other event that 
is external to the host system. Internal events could be a calendar alarm, screen 
saver activation, keyboard timeout, programmable timer, or any other user-defined 

2 0 event that is internal to the host system. Networked events are user-defined 
messages that are transmitted to the host system fi-om another computer that is 
connected to the host system via a network to initiate redirection. 

The screen saver and keyboard sub-systems 46, 48 are examples of 
systems that are capable of generating internal events. Functionally, the redirector 

25 program 12 provides the user with the ability to configure the screen saver and 
keyboard systems so that under certain conditions an event trigger will be 
generated that can be detected by the redirector 12 to start the redireaion process. 
For example, the screen saver system can be configured so that when the screen 
saver is activated, afier, for example, 10 minutes of inactivity on the desktop 
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system, an event trigger is transmitted to the redirector 12, which starts redirecting 
the previously selected user data items. In a similar manner the keyboard sub- 
system can be configured to generate event triggers when no key has been 
depressed for a particular period of time, thus indicating that redireaion should 
commence. These are just two examples of the numerous application programs 
and hardware systems internal to the host system 1 0 that can be used to generate 
internal event triggers. 

FIGs. 4 and 5, set forth, respectively, flow charts showing the steps carried 
out by the redirector software 12 operating at the host system 10, and the steps 
carried out by the mobile data conrununication device 24 in order to interface with 
the host system. Turning first to FIG. 4, at step 50, the redirector program 12 is 
started and initially configured. The initial configuration of the redirector 12 
includes: (I) defining the event triggers that the user has determined will trigger 
redirection; (2) selecting the user data items for redirection; (3) selecting the 
repackaging sub-system, either standard E-Mail, or special-purpose technique; (4) 
selecting the type of data communication device, indicating whether and what type 
of attachments the device is capable of receiving and processing, and inputting the 
address of the mobile device; and (5) configuring the preferred list of user selected 
senders whose messages are to be redirected. 

FIG. 4 sets forth the basic steps of the redirector program 12 assuming it 
is operating at a desktop system 10, such as shown in FIG. 1 . If the redirector 12 
is operating at a network server 11, as shown in FIG. 2, then additional 
configuration steps may be necessary to enable redirection for a particular 
desktop system 10, 26, 28 connected to the server, including: (1) setting up a 
profile for the desktop system indicating its address, events that will trigger 
redirection, and the data items that are to be redirected upon detecting an event; 
(2) maintaining a storage area at the server for the data items; and (3) storing the 
type of data communication device to which the desktop system's data items are 
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to be redirected, whether and what type of attachments the device is capable of 
receiving and processing, and the address of the mobile device. 

Once the redirector program is configured 50, the trigger points (or event 
triggers) are enabled at step 52. The program 12 then waits 56 for messages and 
signals 54 to begin the redirection process. A message could be an E-Mail 
message or some other user data item than nuiy have been selected for redirection, 
and a signal could be a trigger signal, or could be some other type of signal that 
has not been configured as an event trigger. When a message or signal is detected, 
the program determines 58 whether it is one of the trigger events that has been 
configured by the user to signal redireaion. If so, then at step 60 a trigger flag is 
set, indicating that subsequently received user data items (in the form of messages) 
that have been selected for redirection should be pushed to the user's mobile data 
communicauon device 24. 

If the message or signal 54 is not a trigger event, the program then 
determines at steps 62, 68 and 66 whether the message is, respectively, a system 
alarm 62, an E-Mail message 64, or some other type of information that has been 
selected for redirection. If the message or signal is none of these three items, then 
control returns to step 56, where the redirector waits for additional messages 54 
to act upon. If, however the message is one of these three types of information, 
then the program 12 determines, at step 68, whether the trigger flag has been set, 
indicating that the user wants these items redirected to the mobile device. If the 
trigger flag is s^ then at step 70, the redirector 12 causes the repackaging system 
(E-Mail or TCP/IP) to add the outer envelope to the user data item, and at step 
72 the repackaged data item is then redirected to the user's mobile data 
communication device 24 via LAN 14, WAN 18, wireless gateway 20 and wireless 
network 22. Control then returns to step 56 where the program waits for 
additional messages and signals to act upon. Although not shown explicitly in 
FIG. 4, after step 68, the program could, if operating in the preferred list mode, 
determine whether the sender of a particular data item is on the preferred list, and 
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if not, then the program would skip over steps 70 and 72 and proceed directly 
back to step 56. If the sender was on the preferred list, then control would 
similarly pass to steps 70 and 72 for repackaging and transmission of the message 
from the preferred list sender. 

FIG. 5 sets forth the method stq}s carried out by the user's mobile data 
communication device 24 in order to interface to the redirector program 12 of 
the present invention. At stq} 80 the mobile software is started and the mobile 
device 24 is configured to operate with the system of the present invention, 
including, for example, storing the address of the user's desktop system 10. 

At step 82, the mobile device waits for messages and signals 84 to be 
generated or received. Assuming that the redireaor software 12 operating at 
the user's desktop system 10 is configured to redirect upon receiving a message 
from the user's mobile device 24, at step 86, the user can decide to generate a 
command message that will start redirection. If the user does so, then at step 
88 the redirection message is composed and sent to the desktop system 10 via 
the wireless network 22, through the wireless gateway 20, via the Internet 18 
to the LAN 14, and is finally routed to the desktop machine 10. In this 
situation where the mobile device 24 is sending a message directly to the 
desktop system 10, no outer wrapper is added to the message (such as message 
C in FIGs. 1 and 2). In addition to the redirection signal, the mobile device 24 
could transmit any number of other commands to control the operation of the 
host system, and in particular the redirector program 12. For example, the 
mobile 24 could transmit a command to put the host system into the preferred 
list mode, and then could transmit additional commands to add or subtract 
certain senders from the preferred list. In this manner, the mobile device 24 
can dynamically limit the amount of information being redirected to it by 
minimizing the number of senders on the preferred list. Other example 
commands include: (1) a message to change the configuration of the host 
system to enable the mobile device 24 to receive and process certain 
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attachments; and (2) a message to instruct the host system to redirect an entire 
data item to the mobile device in the situation where only a portion of a 
particular data item has been redirected. 

Turning back to FIG. 5, if the user signal or message is not a direct 
5 message to the desktop system 10 to begin redirection (or some other 
command), then control is passed to step 90, which deteimines if a message has 
been received. If a message is received by the mobile, and it is a message from 
the user's desktop 10, as determined at step 92, then at stq) 94 a desktop 
redirection flag is set "on" for this message, and control passes to step 96 where 
10 the outer envelope is removed. FoUowing step 96, or in the situation where the 
message is not from the user's desktop, as determined at step 92, control passes 
to step 98, which displays the message for the user on the mobile device's 
display. The mobile unit 24 then returns to step 82 and waits for additional 
messages or signals. 

15 If the mobile device 24 determines that a message has not been received 

at step 90, then control passes to step 100, where the mobile determines 
whether there is a message to send. If not, then the mobile unit returns to step 
82 and waits for additional messages or signals. If there is at least one message 
to send, then at step 102 the mobile determines whether it is a reply message 

20 to a message that was received by the mobile unit. If the message to send is a 
reply message, then at step 108, the mobile determines whether the desktop 
redirection flag is on for this message. If the redirection flag is not on, then at 
step 106 the reply message is simply transmitted from the mobile device to the 
destination address via the wireless network 22, If, however, the redirection 

25 flag is on, then at step 110 the reply message is repackaged with the outer 
envelope having the addressing information of the user's desktop system 10, 
and the repackaged message is then transmitted to the desktop system 10 at step 
106. As described above, the redirector program 12 executing at the desktop 
system then strips the outer envelope and routes the reply message to the 
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appropriate destination address using the address of the desktop system as the 
•'from" field, so that to the recipient of the redirected message, it appears as 
though it originated fiom the user's desktop system rather than the mobile data 
communication device. 
5 If, at step 102, the mobile determines that the message is not a reply 

message, but an original message, then control passes to step 104, where the 
mobile d^rmines if the user is using the rediiecior software 12 at the desktop 
system 10, by checking the mobile unit's configuration. If the user is not using 
the redirector software 12, then the message is simply transmitted to the 

10 destination address at step 106. If, however, the mobile determines that the 
user is using the redirector software 12 at the desktop system 10, then control 
passes to step 110, where the outer envelope is added to the message. ITie 
iqiackaged original message is then transmitted to the desktop system 10 at step 
106, which, as described previously, strips the outer envelope and routes the 

15 message to the correct destination. Following transmission of the message at 
step 106, control of the mobile returns to step 82 and waits for additional 
messages or signals. 

Having described in detail the preferred embodiments of the present 
invention, including the preferred methods of operation, it is to be understood 

20 that this operation could be carried out with different elements and steps. This 
preferred embodiment is presented only by way of example and is not meant to 
limit the scope of the present invention which is defined by the following 
claims. 
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What is claimed: 

1. A method of pushing data items from a host system to a mobile data 
communication device comprising the steps of: 

5 detecting an event trigger at the host system; and 

in response to detecting the event, continuously redirecting the data items 
from the host system to the mobile data communication device. 

2. The method of claim U further comprising the step of: 

10 selecting at least one type of data item to redirect from the host system to 

the mobile data communication device. 

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

selecting particular event triggers that will cause the host system to begin 
15 redirecting the data items. 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

providing information regarding the configuration of the mobile data 
conununication device. 

20 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the configuration information includes: 
the address of the mobile data communication device. 

6. The method of claim 4, wherein the configuration information includes: 
25 the type of mobile data communication device. 

7. The method of claim 4, wherein the configuration information includes: 
the types of data item attachments that the mobile data communication 

device can receive and process. 
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8, The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of: 

repackaging the data items prior to redirection to the mobile data 
communication device by placing the data items in an electronic wrapper 
addressed using the address information of the mobile data communication device. 



for each data item to be redirected, determining whether the data item 
includes an attachment, and determining the type of attachment; 

determining whether the mobile data communication device can receive 
10 and process such attachments; and 

if so, then redirecting the attachments to the mobile data communication 
device, and if not, then redirecting the attachments to an external machine that is 
compatible with the attachment. 

15 10. The method of claim 9, wherein the type of attachment is a sound file. 

1 1 . The method of claim 3, wherein the event triggers include external events, 
internal events, or networked events. 

2 0 12. The method of claim 1 1, wherein the external event is a message from the 
mobile data communication device to start redirection. 

13. The method of claim 1 1, wherein the internal event is a calendar alarm. 

25 14. The method of claim 11, wherein the internal event is a screen saver 
aaivation. 



5 



9. 



The method of claim 7, further comprising the steps of: 



15. The method of claim 1 1, wherein the internal event is a keyboard timeout 
signal. 
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16. The method of claim 1 1, wherein the networked events include messages 
to begin redirection from computer systems connected to the host system via a 
network. 

5 17. The method of claim 8, further including the steps of: 

receiving the repackaged data items at the mobile data communication 
device; and 

removing the electronic wrapper from the data items and storing them at 
the mobile device. 

10 

18. The method of claim 15, further including the steps of 

providing the address of the host system to the mobile data conmiunication 

device; 

generating a reply data item at the mobile data communication device in 
15 response to a data item received from the host system; and 

repackaging the reply data item by placing it in an electronic wrapper 
addressed using the address information of the host system. 

19. The method of claim 1, wherein the mobile data communication device is 
20 a pager. 

20. The method of claim 1, wherein the mobile data communication device 
is a device equipped to receive both voice and non-voice data messages. 

25 21. The method of claim 1 , wherein the host system includes a preferred list 
for limiting the redirection step to redirecting only those data items that are 
transmitted to the host system from a sender on the preferred list. 
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22. The method of claim 21 , wherdn a user can add and subtract senders from 
the preferred list. 

23. The method of claim 21, wherein the preferred list is activated and 
5 deactivated at the host system. 

24. The method of claim 21, wherein the preferred list is activated and 
deactivated by a command message transmitted from the mobile data 
communication device to the host system. 

10 

25. The method of claim 22, wherein the user can add and subtract senders 
from the preferred list by configuring the host system 

26. The method of cl^m 22, wherein the user can add and subtraa senders 
15 from the preferred list by transmitting a command message from the mobile data 

communication device to the host system. 



27. A method of replicating data between a first system and a second system 
20 comprising: 

establishing a first set of data elements at the first system as subject to 
replication with a corresponding set of data elements at the second system; 

deteaing an event trigger has occurred at the first system; 

providing an indication of the data element in the first set of data that has 
25 changed to the second system by placing information in an electronic wrapper 
delivered to the second system as part of a data transfer transaction; 

initiating the data transfer transaction thereby transferring the electronic 
wrapper to the second system; 

receiving the electronic wrapper at the second system; 
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processing the electronic wrapper; and 

updating each element in the corresponding set of data elements that 
requires updating as a result of the change in the data element in the first set of 
data elements. 

5 

28. The method of claim 27, wherein the first system is a host computer and 
the second system is a hand held electronic device. 

29. The method of claim 27, wherein the first system is a hand held electronic 
10 device and the second system is a host computer. 

30. The method of claim 27, wherein the data transaction is an electronic 
message sent fi^om the first system through a data network to the second system. 

15 31. The method of claim 27, wherein the first set of data elements is a set of 
calendar entries. 

32. The method of claim 27, wherein the first set of data elements is a set of 
address book entries. 

20 

33. The method of claim 30, wherein the electronic wrapper includes an 
attachment to the electronic message. 

34. The method of claim 30, wherein the electronic message is an e-mail 
25 message and the data network is the Internet. 

35. The method of claim 27, wherein the method includes a step of receiving 
fi-om the second system a request to begin replication. 
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36. The method of claim 35, wherein the method includes a step of processing 
the request to begin replication. 

37. The method of claim 27, wherein the second system can limit the 
information being sent to it by sending a command to the first system. 

38. A method of remotely controlling a host system fi-om a personal 
communications device comprising the steps of 

establishing at the host system a set of commands that can be invoked to 
require the host system to act in response to invocation of any such command; 

sending from the personal communications device a direction to the host 
system to invoke a command from the set of commands; 

invoking the command at the host system; and 

processing the command so that the host responds to the command. 

39. The method of claim 38, wherein at least one command is a direction to 
continuously redirect certain data elements from the host system to the personal 
communications system. 

40. The method of claim 38, wherein the host system provides an indication 
that data has been redirected. 

41. The method of claim 38, wherein the data elements that have been 
redirected are marked at the host system as redirected. 

42. The method of claim 38 comprising the further step of transmitting from 
the personal communications device to host device an acknowledgment that the 
personal communications device is receiving data redirected from the host system. 
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43. The method of claim 38, wherein the personal communication device can 
limit the information being sent to it by transmitting a command to the host device. 

44. A system for pushing information from a host system to a mobile data 
5 communication device, comprising: 

a communications network over which the host system and the mobile data 
communications device can communicate; 
a redirector program comprising: 

software instruction means for prompting a user to select certain 
10 data items of information to be pushed to the mobile device; 

software instruction means for defining one or more events that 
will trigger the system to begin pushing the selected information; and 

software instruction means for detecting the occurrence of the one 
or more events and for pushing the selected data items of information from the 
15 host system to the mobile data communication device via the network; and 

a software program operating at the mobile data communications device 
for receiving the data items of information from the host system. 

45. The system of claim 44, wherein the redirector program is operating at the 
20 host system. 

46. The system of claim 44, fiirther comprising: 

a network server in communication with the host system, and wherein the 
redirector program is operating at the network server. 

25 

47. The system of claim 44, further comprising a preferred list stored at the 
host system for limiting the pushing of selected data items to those items that were 
sent to the host system from a sender on the preferred list. 



BNSDOCID: <WO 9963709A2lI-> 



wo 99/63709 PCT/CA99/00494 



1/5 




V 



LOCAL AREA NETWORK 
(LAN) 



28 





DESKTOP 

"COMPUTER 

— »J> 




REDIRECWON SOFTWARE 




WIRELESS 






HOBILE 


GATEWAY 






COMPUTER 



Fig. J 



BNSOOCID; <WO 9963709A2_I_> 



wo 99/63709 PCT/CA99/00494 

2/5 




12 



SERVER 
COMPUTER 



REDIRECTION SERVER-''' 
SOF,T«ARE— " 




INTERNET NETWORK 




z: 



30 



FAX OR VOICE 
MACHINE 



-B 



18- 



20 



9 



32 



WIRELESS 
GATEWAY 



22 



MOBILE 
COMPUTER 



24 



Fig. 2 



BNSDOCta <VyO_9963700A?_L> 



wo 99/63709 



PCT/CA99/00494 



3/5 



14 



LOCAL AREA NETWORK (LAN) 


i 




— 10 









42 



44 



TCP/IP 








E-MAIL 


SUB-SYSTEM 




PRIMARY STORE 




SUB -SYSTEM 



ALTERNATE LINK 



MAIN LINK 



REDI RECTOR 
PR06RAM 



SETUP EVENTS 
TRIGGER 



SETUP EVENTS 
TRIGGER 



48 



SCREEN SAVER 
SUB-SYSTEM 



\ 



46 



KEYBOARD 
SUB-SYSTEM 



DESKTOP COMPUTER 



Fig. 3 



BNSDOCIO: <WO_9963709A2_L> 



wo 99/63709 



PCT/CA99/00494 



4/5 



REDIRECTION 
SOFTWARE 
STARTED 



J- 50 



INSTALL TRIGGER 
POINTS IN 
SYSTEM 



/^54 

MESSAGE AND 
SIGNALS 



52 



60 



SET TRIGGER 
FIRED FLAG 



WAIT FOR 
MESSAGES AND- 
SIGNALS 



FORWARD 
TO USER 



ADO OUTER 
ENVELOPE 




Fig. A 



BNSDCCID: <WQ 9963709A2 i > 



wo 99/63709 



PCT/CA99/00494 



5/5 



MESSAGE AND 
SIGNALS 



80 



MOBILE 
SOFTWARE 
STARTED 



88 



COMPOSE AND 
SEND TO DESKTOP 



WAIT FOR 
MESSAGES AND 
SIGNALS 



98 



1 



PRESENT 
TO USER 




REMOVE 
OUTER 
ENVELOPE 




YES 


t 




SET DESKTOP 
REDIRECTION 
FLAG ON 






SEND TO 
DESTINATION 
ADDRESS 



PUT OUTER ENVELOPE 

ON MESSAGE AND 
ADDRESS TO DESKTOP 



Fig. 5 



BNSDCXJIO. <WO_9963709A2_I_= 



WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 
International Bureau 




PCX 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT) 



(51) International Patent Classification ^ ; 
H04L 12/28,29/06 



A3 



(11) International Publication Number: WO 99/63709 

(43) International Publication Date: 9 December 1999 (09.12.99) 



(21) International Application Number: PCT/CA99/00494 

(22) International FUing Date: 28 May 1999 (28.05.99) 



(30) Priority Dato: 

09/087,623 



29 May 1998 (29.05.98) 



US 



(71) Applicant: RESEARCH IN MOTION LIMITED [CAyCA]; 
295 Phillip Street, Waterloo. Ontario N2L 3W8 (CA). 

(72) InvenlOTs: MOUSSEAU. Gary. P.; 523B Roscmeadow Cres- 
cent, Waterloo. Ontario N2T 1Z9 (CA). LAZARIDIS. Mi- 
hal; 272 Northerest Place, Waterloo. Ontario N2J 3X5 (CA). 

(74) Agent: PERRY. Stephen. J.; Sim & McBumey. 6th floor. 330 
University Avenue, Toronto, Ontario MSG IR7 (CA). 



(81) Designated States: AE, AL. AM. AT, AU, AZ. BA. BE, BG. 
BR, BY. CA, CH. CN. CU. CZ. DE. DK. EE ES, H, GB, 
GD. GE. GH, GM. HR. HU, ID, lU IN, IS, JP. KB, KG. 
KP. KR. KZ, LC, LK. LR, LS, LT. LU. LV. MD. MG. MK. 
MN. MW. MX, NO. NZ. PL, PT. RO. RU, SD, SE. SG. SI. 
SK. SL. TJ. TM. TK, IT. UA. UG, UZ. VN. YU. ZA, ZW. 
ARIPO patent (GH. GM. KE, LS, MW. SD, SL. SZ, UG. 
ZW), Eurasian patent (AM, AZ. BY, KG. KZ, MD, RU. TJ, 
TM), European patent (AT, BE, CH, CY, DE. DK, ES. FI, 
FR, GB. GR. IE, IT. LU, MC. NL, PT. SE), OAPl patent 
(BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI. CM. GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE. 
SN, TD, TG). 

Published 

IVUh international search report. 

Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the claims 
and to be republished in the event oftlie receipt of amendments, 

(88) Date of publication of the international search report: 

13 April 2000(13.04.00) 



(54) Tide: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PUSHING INFORMATION FROM A HOST SYSTEM TO A MOBILE DATA COMMU- 
NICATION DEVICE 



(57) Abstract 

A system and method for pushing infor- 
mation from a host system to a mobile data 
communication device upon sensing a triggering 
event is disclosed. A redircctor program operat- 
ing at the host system enables a user to contin- 
uously redirect certain user-selected data items 
from the host system to the user's mobile data 
communication device upon detecting that one 
or more user-defined triggering events has oc- 
cured. The redircctor program operates in con- 
nection with event generating applications and 
repackaging systems at the host system to con- 
figure and detect a panicular user-defined event, 
and then to repackage the user-selected data 
items in an electronic wrapper prior to pushing 
the data items to the mobile device. 



26 





DESKTOP 
TQHPUTER 


J 


REDII^J^ON SOriVARC 




30 



FAX OR VOIC£ 
MACHINE 



VIRCLCSS 




MOBILE 


GATDIAr 




COHPUTER 



BNSDOCIQ <WO_9963709A3_I_> 




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 





Int ttonal Application No 

PCT/CA 99/00494 


A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 6 H04L 12/28 H04L29/06 








AocordHig lo tntemalional Patem Classificalion (IPC) or to bolti national ctassthciMion and IPC 






B. RELOS SEARCHED 


Mnmum documental ion searched (classificalion systecn loUoweO by dassihcation symtx>ts) 

IPC 6 H04L H04Q 


Documentaiion searcheo otrier than minimiim Oocumentation to the eicieni that such documents are tnchioed in the fields searched 


Electronic data tiase consuiled durmg the miernational search (name ot data base and. where practical, search terms used) 


C. DOCUUENTS CONStDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category* 


CHaiion of document, with indicatton, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevani to daim No. 


X 

Y 
A 


wo 97 41654 A (NCLORINAN ANDREW GEORGE 
;TSOUKAS GEORGE JAMES (AU); ERICSSON 
TELEF) 6 November 1997 (1997-11-06) 

abstract 

page 1, line 2 -page 7, line 9 
page 10, line 14 -page 11, line 5 




I- 3, 

II- 13, 
16,19, 
21-26, 
38.43-47 

4,27.28, 

30-33, 

35-37, 

40,41 

14,15,18 






/-- 






[ X| f^urther documents are iisied in the cominuaiion ol box C. 


[X 1 Patent family members are listed m annex. 


* Special categories of aied documents : 

*A* document defining the general stale ot the art which is not 
considered to t)e ot particular relevance 

'E* earlier document txjt published on or after the international 
filing date 

V document wtiich may throw dout>ls on pnonty daim(5)or 
which is died to establish the publication date ol another 
ctiaiion or other speoal reason (as speofted) 

'0* document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibdion or 
other means 

*P* document published prior to the intemallonat filing date but 
later than (he priority date claimed 


T later document published after the international filing date 
or pnonty date and noi in conflict with the application but 
cued lo understand the principle or theory undertying the 
Inveniion 

'X' document ot particutar relevance: the claimed invention 
rjwinot be considered novel or cannol be considered lo 
invoive an inventive step when the document is taken atone 

'V document of paiticutar relevance: the claimed inveniion 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the' 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art 

*&* document member of the same patent (amity 


Date ot ihe actual completion ot the iniematioaal search 


Date ot mat Ung of the tntemationat search report 


7 February 2000 


2 a 02. 2000 




Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Olltee. P.B. 58 IB Palentlaan 2 
NL-22S0HVRiiswvk 
TeL (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Faic (-^3 1-70) 340-3016 


Authorized officer 

Vasklmo, K 



Form PCT;isV2io (mootm thMt)(JuV 1892] 



page 1 of 4 

BNSDOCID; <WO 996370SA3J_> 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Inl. -.loral Appllcaiton Ne 

PCT/CA 99/00494 



C.(CentlmMUen) DOCUMENTS CONSIDEREO TO BE RELEVANT 



Caiegory • Cutlon ot aocumenl. wiW in(licalDn.wners apprapnae. ol l«e relevani passages 



WO 97 32251 A (INTERHIND CORP) 
4 September 1997 (1997-09-04) 



1. 

16. 
20, 
29, 
36 
44 



35, line / -page jb, nne 

44, line 30 -page 46, line 10 

52, line 28 -page 57, line 5 

58, line 14 - line 19 

61, line 27 -page 65, line. 31 

67, line 13 - line 22 

75, line 12 - line 28 

78, line 6 -page 86, 1 



page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 
page 



WO 97 33421 A (BELL COMMUNICATIONS RES) 
12 September 1997 (1997-09-12) 
abstract 

page 1, line 6 -page 3, line 14 
page 4, line 11 - line 31 
page 6, line 5 - line 30 
page 8, line 8 -page 9, line 19 
page 10, line 19 - line 30 
page 13, line 11 -page 14, line 2 
page 23, line 12 - line 26 
page 27, line 14 - line 20 
page 29, line 15 - line 22 



n«tevafli to claim No. 



27, 

30-39, 
42,43 




28,29, 
40,41 

38,43 



US 5 754 954 A (GHOMESHI MOHAMMAD M ET 
AL) 19 May 1998 (1998-05-19) 
abstract 

column 1, line 10 - line 67 

column 3, line 15 -column 4, line 19 

column 5, line 1 -coluimi 7, line 9 



-/- 



20,28. 
29.40,41 
1.27.39. 
42.44 



1.5-7 



6 



Poim PCT/ISA/210 (contnuMion ol Mocmd thMl) (July 1&a2) 
BNSDOCID: <WO &96370QA3 1 > 



page 2 of 4 



INTERNAnONAL SEARCH REPORT 



mt tional Application No 

PCT/CA 99/00494 



CfContinuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Caiegory " Cdalion ol oocumeni. wdn macaiion.wttefe appropnaie. of ine relevant passages 



US 5 495 484 A (NICKLE JR CLEMENT R ET 
AL) 27 February 1996 (1996-02-27) 
abstract 

column 1, line 6 -column 2. line 27 
column 7, line 10 - line 29 



US 5 603 054 A (GOLDSTEIN RICHARD J ET 
AL) 11 February 1997 (1997-02-11) 
column 1, line 34 -column 4, line 59 
column 7, line 4 - line 16 
column 10, line 36 -column 11, line 27 
column 13. line 7 -column 14, line 5 
column 27, line 65 -column 29, line 38 



US 5 673 322 A (BROCKMAN JAMES JOSEPH ET 
AL) 30 September 1997 (1997-09-30) 
abstract 

column 1, line 17 -column 6, line 15 
column 7, line 31 -column 8, line 33 
column 10, line 9 -column 11, line 67 
column 12, line 20 - line 64 
column 13, line 4 - line 10 



US 5 737 531 A (EHLEY LYNNAE ANNE) 
7 April 1998 (1998-04-07) 

column 1, line 14 -column 6, line 19 
column 6, line 53 -column 9, line 58 
column 12, line 59 -column 14 » line 45 



WO 96 19064 A (CRUMPLER DENNIS M 
;XCELLENET INC (US); ESTES ROBERT B (US); 
JACKSO) 20 June 1996 (1996-06-20) 
abstract 

page 1, line 2 -page 8, line 20 

US 5 313 582 A (HENDEL ARIEL ET AL) 
17 Hay 1994 (1994-05-17) 
column 1. line 8 -column 6, line 24 
column 10, line 20 -column 11, line 17 
column 16, line 15 - line 27 
column 26, line 63 -column 27, line 47 
column 30, line 6 - line 48 
column 31, line 47 -column 32, line 29 
claims 1,6-8,13,19 



-A 



Bel9vant lo claim No 



1.5-7 
20 



1,44 

27-33, 
35-37 



34 

27,28, 
30-33, 
35-37 



29,34 
28,29 

27,31.32 
40,41 



27 



6 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (conlinualiGn ot Mcono sTmm) (July 1992) 
BNSDOCtD: <WO 9963709A3_L> 



page 3 of 4 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Inti lonftl Application No 

PCT/CA 99/00494 



C.(ConUnuation) DOCUMENTS CONStOERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Caiegory - CSaion ot documeni. with indication .where appropnaie. ol the retevani passages 



Retevani to claim No. 



wo 97 44942 A (NARRATIVE COMMUNICATIONS 
CORP) 27 November 1997 (1997-11-27) 
page 1, line 9 -page 5, line 31 
page 7, line 10 -page 9, line 19 
page 11, line 18 - line 24 

UO 98 23108 A (ERICSSON TELEFON AB L M) 
28 May 1998 (1998-05-28) 
page 1 -page 5 



40,41 
27 

27,31,32 



6 



Form PCT/ISA/210 {eanttnuation ol •aoondshaet) (Jkjiy 1«S2) 
BNSDOCIO: <WO_99637(»A3_L> 



page 4 of 4 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



In. attonal application No. 

PCT/CA 99/00494 



Box I Observations where certain claims wen found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 



This lntematior«I Search Report has itot been established In respect of certain ciaims under Article 1 7(2)(a) for the toHowmg reasons: 
^ ' ^ Sffi'ausethey relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



^ ^ ScSi^^hey relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed rec^irements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be earned oiA, specifically: 



^' ^ bBcJoiseth^ are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and tNrd sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking {Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found muttiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



see additional sheet 



1 . HT] As aU required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
L-aJ searchable claims. 

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional tee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
I 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically daims IMos.: 



4. rn No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by daims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest | | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicanf ■ protest 

I )(j No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 

Form PCT/ISA/21 0 (continuation of first sheet (1)) (Ji^ 1998) 



BNSDCXID: <WO_9963709A3_I_> 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



lrt«n.lionalApp«oalionNo. PCT/CA 99/60494 



FURTHER INFOBMATIOM CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



This International Searching Authority found raultiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-26,44-47 

A method for pushing data items from a host system to a 
mobile data conraunication device, comprising the steps or 
detecting a trigger at the host, and in response redirecting 
data items from the host to the mobile data comnuni cation 
device, providing information regarding the configuration ot 
the mobile data conraunication device, and where the mobile 
data conraunication device is a device equipped to receive 
both voice and non-voice data messages. 



2. Claims: 27-37 



A method for pushing data items from a host system to a 
mobile data conraunication device, comprising the steps oT 
detecting a trigger at the host, and in response redirecting 
data items from the host to the mobile data conraunication 
device, where information is placed in an electronic 
wrapper, where data is transferred inside said electronic 
wrapper, and where the wrapper is received and processed. 



3. Claims: 38-43 

A method of remotely controlling a host from a Personal 
conrauni cations device, comprising the steps of establishing 
at the host a set of conmands. sending from the personal 
conrauni cations device a direction to invoke a conraand, 
invoking the conmand at the host, and processing the conman 



BNSOOCID: <W0 9963708A3_L> 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

information on pMent (smlly momtwrs 



tm '.lonal Application No 

PCT/CA 99/00494 



Patent document 




Publication 


Patent lamtty 


Publication 


cited in search report 




date 


member(s} 


date 


WO 9741654 


A 


06-11-1997 


A 1 1 

AU 


2375097 A 


19-11-1997 








EP 


0864211 A 


15-09-1998 


.„.., ., . 
wo 9732251 


A 


04-09-1997 


US 


5862325 A 


19-01-1999 








All 

AU 


702509 B 


25-02-1999 








AU 


2193597 A 


16-09-1997 








CA 


2247498 A 


04-09-1997 








EP 


0954782 A 


10-11-1999 


WU y/ooflZX 


A 

f\ 


12-09-199/ 


AU 


706931 B 


01-0/-1999 








AU 


5184896 A 


AA TAAT 

22-09-1997 




A 


19-05-1998 


EP 


0578760 A 


1 A A 1 1 A A A 

19-01-1994 








JP 


6506811 T 


AT 1 AA A 

28-07-1994 








MO 


9217943 A 


15-10-1992 




A 


27-02-1996 


AU 


678865 B 


1 O A£ t AAT 

12-06-1997 








AU 


8015394 A 


A A AC 1AAP 

04-05-1995 








CA 


2173343 A,C 


OA A A 1 A A C 

20-04-1995 








CN 


1141714 A 


29-01-1997 








EP 


0724818 A 


07-08-1996 








JP 


9503634 T 


An AA ^ rtrt "y 

08-04-1997 








UO 


9510925 A 


20-04-1995 


U5 5603054 


A 


11-02-1997 


US 


5555376 A 


10-09-1996 








US 


5717955 A 


10-02-1998 








US 


5611050 A 


11-03-1997 








US 


5544321 A 


06-08-1996 


US 5673322 


A 


30-09-1997 


AU 


707755 B 


22-07-1999 








AU 


5525696 A 


10-10-1997 








CA 


2247536 A 


25-09-1997 








CN 


1215518 A 


on AA <f Ann 

28-04-1999 








EP 


0885501 A 


OO 1 O 1 AAA 

23-12-1998 








JP 


11507152 T 


oo f\e. ^ A A A 

22-06-1999 








WD 


9735402 A 


OC AA 1 AAT 

25-09-1997 


US 5737531 


A 


07-04-1998 


NONE 








A 
n 




US 


5664207 A 


AA AA 1AAT 

02-09-1997 








AU 


4363896 A 


AO A^ ^AA^ 

03-07-1996 








DE 


19581888 T 


1 O AA t AAA 

12-02-1998 








GB 


2310982 A,B 


lA AA ^Ar\^ 

10-09-1997 








GB 


2335832 A.B 


29-09-1999 








US 


5819274 A 


06-10-1998 


us 5313582 


A 


17-05-1994 


CA 


2105866 A 


31-10-1992 








DE 


69229473 D 


29-07-1999 . 








EP 


0582666 A 


16-02-1994 








JP 


8508592 T 


10-09-1996 








UO 


9220028 A 


12-11-1992 








US 


5602995 A 


11-02-1997 


WO 9744942 


A 


27-11-1997 


AU 


3137897 A 


09-12-1997 








EP 


0916217 A 


19-05-1999 


WO 9823108 


A 


28-05-1998 


FI 


964621 A 


20-05-1998 








AU 


5552998 A 


10-06-1998 



f oim PCT/ISA/210 (pBUnt twniV mnoxl (July 1982) 



BNSDOCID: <WO e9S3709A3_l_> 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

^^J2r€oLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



JJ^INES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




